
 

 

Monitoring surgical wounds for infection 
Information for patients 
This leaflet explains surgical wound infection and the national 
This leaflet explains surgical wound infection and the national programme for monitoring 
infections acquired in hospitals  

 
CIr-fAR dE zKm; dA lAg pqVI inrIkN 
mrIz; leI jANcArI  
This leaflet explains surgical wound infection and the national 
ieh prCA CIr-fAR dI lAg aVE hspVAl; iv&C h~eIa; lAg; dE inrIkN crn dE 
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1 What are surgical wound infections? 
Most surgical wounds heal up rapidly without complications.  A minority of surgical wounds 
are complicated by infection. This occurs when germs (micro-organisms such as bacteria) 
enter the incision (cut) that the surgeon makes through your skin in order to carry out the 
operation.  
 
Many germs live in and on our bodies and also in our environment.  Most are harmless or 
even useful.  Our bodies have natural defences against the few germs that can cause harm.  
Our skin normally prevents germs from entering our bodies, but any break in the skin 
(whether due to injury or surgical incision) can allow them to enter and cause an infection.  
 

1 CIr-fAR dE zKm; dIa; lAg; cI hn?  
bhUVE CIr-fAR dE zKmibn; gU*Jl; V~: jldI TIc h~ j;dE hn. W~hRI igNVI CIr-fAR dE jkm; iv&C lAg cArn sm&isaA 

p>dA h~ j;dI h>. ieh uUs smE: p>dA hU*dI h> jd~: oprESn crn leI srjn v&l~: VUhADI CmRI iv&C~: dI id&VE CIrE (c&t) dE 

iv&C cItAN< (s<km  jIv ijvE: ic r~gAN<) dAkl h~ j;dE hn.        
 
bhUV cItAN< sADE srIr dE uU&pr aVE ies dE a*dr aVE nAlE sADE vAVAvrn iv&C rih*dE hn. bhUVE cUItAN< nUcsAndAr 

nhI:  j; lABdAiec vI hU*dE hn. sADE srIr; c~l uUnH; W~hRE cItAN<a;, j~ nUcsAn cr scdE hn V~: r&ikaA crn leI 

cUdrVI bCAa mOj<d hn. sADI CmRI aAm VOr VE sADE srIr a*dr cItAN<a; n*< dAkl h~N V~:  r~cdI h>, pr CmRI iv&C 

c~eI vI V~R (BAvE: s&t fEt j; CIr-fAR cIVE jAN cArn h~vE) ienH; cItAN<a; n*< srIr a*dr dAkl crn dE scdA h> aVE 

lAg p>dA crn dE scdA h>. 

 
 

2 When do these infections develop? 
A surgical wound infection can develop at any time from two to three days after surgery until 
the wound has healed (usually two to three weeks after the operation).  Very occasionally, an 
infection can occur several months after an operation. 
 
Surgical wound infections are uncommon (see table).  Most surgical wound infections are 
limited to the skin, but can occasionally spread to deeper tissues.  Infections are more likely 
to occur after surgery on parts of the body that harbour lots of germs, such as the gut.  
 
 

Rates of surgical infection in different types of operations 
 

Type of operation Average number of infected wounds in 
every 100 operations* 

Knee joint replacement  <1 

Hip joint replacement  <1 

Abdominal hysterectomy 1 

Vascular surgery 3 

Coronary artery bypass graft  5 

Large bowel (gut) surgery  10 
 
*infected wounds detected while patients are in hospital or at readmission following the operation 
Data source: PHE.  Healthcare-Associated Infections and Antimicrobial Resistance: 2013/14.   
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2 ieh lAg; cd~: ivcsV hU*dIa; hn?  
CIr-fAR dE zKm dI lAg CIr-fAR V~: d~ V~: iV*n idn; bAad V~ l> cE zKm dE TIc h~N V&c (aAm VOr VE oprESn V~: d~ 

V~: iV*n hFiVa; bAad V&c) icsE smE: vI ivcsV h~ scdI h>. cdI cdAeI:, lAg oprESn V~: ceI mhIina; bAad vI h~ 

scdI h>.     
 
CIr-fAR dE zKm dIa; lAg; aAm nhI: hn (sArnI dEk~). bhUVIa; CIr-fAR dE zKm dIa; lAg; CmRI V&c hI sImV 

hU*dIa; hn, pr cdI cdI srIr a*dr D<*GE V*V<a; V&c f>l scdIa; hn. lAg; CIr-fAR V~ bAad srIr dE hUnH; ih&isa; 

iv&C h~N dI vYErE s*BAvnA h> ijnH; iv&C ijaAdA cItAN< rih*dE h~N, ijvE: ic a;dr;.    
 
 
al&g al&g pqcAr dE oprESn; iv&C CIr-fAR lAg dI dr  

 

oprESn dI pqcAr hr 100 oprESn;* iv&C lAg vAlE jkm; dI aOsV igNVI  
g~DA dA j~R pAuUNA   <1 
C<lE dA j~R pAuUNA   <1 
pEt  dE rAsVEb&CEdAnI bAhr c&QNI  1 
vAihcA dI CIr-fAR 3 
cOr~nrI aArtrI dA bAeIpAs grAft   5 
v&DI a;dr (g&t)dI CIr-fAR   10 
 
*oprESn V~: bAad hspVAl iv&C h~N dOrAn j; dUbArA dAkl cIVE jAN smE: mrIz; dE lAg vAlE zKm bArE pVA l&gNA   
a*ciRa; dA s~mA: pIPeECPeIP ishVs*BAl-s*b*iYV lAg; aVE s<kmjIv< r~c (PHE.  Healthcare-Associated Infections and 

Antimicrobial Resistance): 2013/14. 

 
 

3 How will my wound be monitored? 
During your stay in hospital, the nurse who changes your wound dressings will check for any 
signs of infection. If you are concerned about your wound, tell the nurse who is looking after 
you.  
 
Don’t be tempted to remove your dressing, or touch your wound or wound drain. You could 
accidentally transfer germs from your fingers to your wound. 
 
Infection can develop after you leave hospital.  Some redness and swelling are to be 
expected after surgery, however you may have an infection if you develop one or more of the 
following symptoms:  

• the skin around your wound gets red or sore and you do not think that it is part of the 
normal wound healing process, or it feels hot and swollen 

• your wound has a green or yellow coloured discharge (pus) 

• you feel generally unwell or feverish, or you have a temperature 
 
If you have a problem with your wound, contact your general practitioner (GP) unless you 
have been told to contact the hospital.  
 
About one month after your operation the hospital may send you a questionnaire or 
telephone you to ask if you have problems with your wound.  Many patients leave hospital 
shortly after their operation and hospital staff need to find out about wound infections that 
occur after patients leave hospital, not just those that develop while patients are in hospital.  
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3 mErE zKmdA inrIkN icvE: cIVA jAvEgA?  
hspVAl iv&C VUhADE rihN dOrAn, ijhRI nrs VUhADE zKmdI p&tI bdlgI uUh lAg dE hr inSAn dI j;C crEgI. jE 

VUhAn*< aApNE zKm bArE c~eI iC*VA h~vE, V; ijhRI nrs VUhADI dEkBAl cr rhI h~vE uUs n*< d&s~.    
 
aApNI p&tI n*< lAhUN, j; aApNE zKmj; zKm incAs n*< h&W lAuUN dI c~iSs nA cr~. VUsI: aNav&Sc hI aApNIa; 

uU:gl; V~: aApNE zKm VE cItAN< f>lA scdE h~.   
 
VUhAn*< hspVAl x&D jAN V~: bAad vI lAg ivcsV h~ scdI h>. cU&J lAlI aVE s~j CIr-fAR V~: bAad hU*dI hI h>, a>pr 

jE VUhADE hET il&kV iv&C~: ie&c j; ijaAdA r~g l&xN p>dA h~ jAN V; VUhADE lAg h~ scdI h>:  

• VUhADE zKm dE aAlE dUaAlE CmRI lAl j; dUkdAeI h~ jAvE aVE VUhADE ikaAl iv&C ieh zKm TIc h~N dI pqiciraA dA 

sYArn ih&sA nhI: h>, j; jE ieh grm aVE sU&ijaA  h~ieaA anUBv h~ irhA h~vE.   

• VUhADE zKm iv&C~: hrA j; pIlA incAs h~ irhA h~vE (pIc)  

• VUhADI aAm VbIaV TIc nhI: anUBv h~ rhI j; bUKAr l&g irhA h~vE, j; VUhADA VApmAn v&iYaA h~ieaA h~vE  
 
jE VUhAn*< VUhADE zKm pqVI c~eI sm&isaA h~vE, V; aApNE pirvArc DActr (jIPpIP) nAl s*prc cr~  jd~: V&chspVAl 

nAl s*prc crn leI nhI: d&isaA igaA.    
 
VUhADE oprESn V~: crIb ie&c mhInA bAad hspVAl VUhAn*< pU&xN leI ic VUhADE zKm pqVI VUhAn*< c~eI sm&isaAv; V; 

nhI: pES h~ rhIa; leI svAlnAmA BEj scdA j; t>lIF~n cr scdA h>. ceI mrIz aApNE oprESn V~: W~hRE iCr bAad 

hI hspVAl x&D j;dE hn aVE hspVAl dE crmCArIa; n*< unH; zKm dE lAg; bArE vI pVA crn dI l~R h> j~ mrIz; dE 

hspVAl x&D jAN V~: bAad hU*dIa; hn, cEvl unH; bArE hI nhI: j~ mrIz; dE hspVAl rihN dOrAn ivcsV hU*dIa; hn.   

 
 
 

4 What happens if I develop symptoms? 
If the nurse, midwife or doctor suspects that you have a surgical wound infection, they may 
take a sample from the surface of your wound with a swab and send it to the laboratory for 
tests.  Your nurse or doctor may prescribe treatment with antibiotics. 

 
 

4 jE mErE r~g l&xN ivcsV h~ jAN V; cI h~vEgA?  
jE nrs, imDvAeIf j; DActr n*< S&c h~eI ic VUhADE CIr-fAR dE zKm dI lAg h>, V; uUh VUhADE zKm dE uU&pr~ r<eI dE f>hE 

nAl nm<nA l> scdE hn aVE  l>b~rEtrI n*< j;C; leI BEj scdE hn. VUhADI nrs j; DActr a>:tIbAieoitcs nAl VUhADA 

ielAz crn leI nUskA ilk dE scdE hn.   
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5 What information do you pass on? 
The hospital passes information about your operation to Public Health England (PHE) which 
is co-ordinating the national programme for monitoring surgical site infection.  The 
information is related to the risk of developing surgical wound infection.  The risk depends on 
many factors, and includes the following: 

• Your age and sex 

• Your general medical condition before the operation 

• Type of operation 

• How long the operation lasted 
 

PHE treats all patient information as strictly confidential.  No data which could be used to 
identify individuals are published. 

 
5 VUsI: cI jANcArI a&gE id*dE h~? 
hspVAl VUhADE oprESn bArE jANcArI jnVc ishV ie*gl>:D (pIPeECPeIP) (Public Health England (PHE) n*< 
ag;h BEj id*dA h> j~ CIr-fAR W; dI lAg dA inrIkN crn dI rAStrI y~jnA (national programme for 
monitoring surgical site infection) dA VAl-mEl cr rhI h>. ieh jANcArI CIr-fAR dE zKm dI lAg p>dA h~N dE 

KVrE nAl s*b*iYV h>. KVrA cAeI cArc; VE inrBr h>, aVE ies iv&C hET ilikV SAml hn: 

• VUhADI uUmr aVE il*g 

• oprESn V~: pihl; VUhADI sYArn r~g pqVI hAlV  

• oprESn dI pqcAr  

• oprESn n*< ic*nH; sm; l&gA  
 

pIPeECPeIP (PHE) mrIz; dI sB jANcArI iblcl gUpV r&kdI h>. c~eI vI a*cRE ijnH; n*< ivacVIa; dI pxAN crn 

leI vriVaA jA scdA h~vE pqcASV nhI: cIVE j;dE.    
 
 

6 What happens to the information? 
Public Health England collects information from over 300 NHS and private hospitals in 
England that are taking part in the national programme.  The information is used to calculate 
rates of surgical wound infection for different types of operations.  Hospitals can then 
compare their rates to national rates and decide where they may need to make 
improvements to ensure their patients are given the highest possible standard of care. 
 
 

6 jANcArI nAl cI cIVA j;;dA h>?    
jnVc ishV ie*gl>:D (Public Health England) rAStrI y~jnA iv&C ih&sA l> rhE ie*gl>:D iv&C 300 V~: v&Y 
a>nPeECPeEsP (NHS) aVE in&jI hspVAl; V~: jANcArI iec&Vr crdI h>. ieh jANcArI al&g-al&g pqcAr dE oprESn; 

iv&C CIr-fAR dE zKm; dI lAg dE dr dA ihsAb crn leI vrVI j;dI h>. hspVAl ifr  

kUd dE dr; dA rAStrI  dr; nAl VUlnA cr scdE hn aVE f>slA cr scdE hn ic uUnH; dE mrIz; n*<  sB V~: uU&CE 

imaAr dI dEkBAl p&cE VOr VE pqdAn crn leI icWE sUYAr crn dI l~R h~ scdI h>.  
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7 Where can I get further information? 
Public Health England is an organisation that is dedicated to protecting people’s health.  It 
provides impartial and authoritative information on health protection issues to the public, to 
professionals and to government.  
 
Further information regarding surgical site infection, including the latest report on surgical 
site infections is available via the Public Health England website: 
 
www.gov.uk/government/collections/surgical-site-infection-ssi-guidance-data-and-analysis   
  
You can find out more about surgical wound infections in the Guideline on the Prevention 
and Treatment of Surgical Site Infection published by the National Institute for Health and 
Clinical Excellence.  This can be found online at www.nice.org.uk  
 
The NHS choices website www.nhs.uk has information about your local hospital.  
 
 
 
Produced by Public Health England’s Healthcare Associated Infections and Antimicrobial 
Resistance Department for patients whose surgery is being monitored under PHE’s SSI 
surveillance scheme.  

 
 
7 m>: vYErE jANcArI ic&W~: pqApV cr scdA/dI h;?  
jnVc ishV ie*gl>:D (Public Health England) ie&c s*sWA h> j~ l~c; dI ishV dI r&ikaA crn leI smripV h>. 

ieh ishV r&ikaA msila; bArE jnVA n*<, pESAvr; n*< aVE srcAr n*< inrp&k aVE pqmAiNc jANcArI pqdAn crdI h>.     
 
CIr-fAR dE W; dI lAg bArE vYErE jANcArI, ijs iv&C CIr-fAR dE W; dIa; lAg; bArE s&B V~: aYUinc irp~rt vI SAml 

h> jnVc ishV ie*gl>:D (Public Health England) dE v>bsAeIt V~: uUplb&Y h>,   
 
www.gov.uk/government/collections/surgical-site-infection-ssi-guidance-data-and-analysis   

 
VUsI: CIr-fAR dE zKmdIa; lAg; bArE h~r pVA ishV aVE iCicVsc uU&VmVA leI rAStrI s*sWA (National Institute 
for Health and Clinical Excellence) v&l~: pqcAiSV cIVI CIr-fAR dE lAg dI r~c aVE ielAz leI sEY  
(Guideline on the Prevention and Treatment of Surgical Site Infection) iv&C l&B scdE h~. ieh 

aOnlAeIn ie&WE  l&BI jA scdI h> www.nice.org.uk  
 
a>nPeECPa>sP COiess (NHS choices) dE v>bsAeIt www.nhs.uk VE VUhADE sWAinc hspVAl bArE jANcArI mOj<d h>>.   
 
 
 
jnVc ishV ie*gl>:D (Public Health England’s) dE ishV s*BAl s*b*iYV lAg; aVE s<km V*V< ivr~YI r~c ivBAg     

(Healthcare Associated Infections and Antimicrobial Resistance Department) nE uUnH; mrIz; leI 

uUVpAidV cIVA h> ijnH; dI CIr-fAR dA inrIkN pIPeECPeIP (PHE’s) a>sPa>sPaAeIP ingrAnI y~jnA  (SSI 
surveillance scheme) aYIn cIVA jA irhA h>. 

 

 
 

http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/surgical-site-infection-ssi-guidance-data-and-analysis
http://www.nice.org.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/surgical-site-infection-ssi-guidance-data-and-analysis
http://www.nice.org.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/
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If you have any further questions, please contact:  
jE VUhADE c~l h~r c~eI svAl h~N, V; icrpA crcE s*prc  cr~:  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This leaflet is also available in Polish 
This leaflet is also available in Punjabi 
This leaflet is also available in Urdu 
This leaflet is also available in Bengali 
This leaflet is also available in Gujarati 
This leaflet is also available in Arabic 
This leaflet is also available in Chinese (Simplified) 
This leaflet is also available in Chinese (Traditional) 
 
ieh prCA p~ilS iv&C vI uUplb&Y h>    
ieh prCA p*jAbI iv&C vI uUplb&Y h>  
ieh prCA uURd< iv&C vI uUplb&Y h> 
ieh prCA b*gAlI iv&C vI uUplb&Y h> 
ieh prCA gUjrAVI iv&C vI uUplb&Y h> 
ieh prCA arbI iv&C vI uUplb&Y h> 
ieh prCA CInI (srl bNAeI) iv&C vI uUplb&Y h> 
ieh prCA CInI (irvAieVI) iv&C vI uUplb&Y h> 
 

This document is available in other formats on request. Please call: 020 8327 7018 
or email: publications@phe.gov.uk 
 

bEnVI crn VE ieh dsVAvEz h~r r<p; iv&C uUplb&Y h>. icrpA crcE F~n cr~: 020 8327 7018 j; eImEl 

cr~: publications@phe.gov.uk 
 

 

You may re-use this information (excluding logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the terms of the Open Government 

Licence v2.0. To view this licence, visit OGL or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.  

Where we have identified any third party copyright information you will need to obtain permission from the copyright holders concerned. 

Any enquiries regarding this publication should be sent to us at ssi.data@phe.gov.uk You can download this publication from 
www.gov.uk/phe 
 

VUsI: ies jANcArI dI mUFV mUR-vrV~: (iC*nH V~: ielAvA) icsE vI r<p j; mAiYam iv&C Open Government Licence v2.0. dIa; mU&dV; aYIn cr 

scdE h~. ieh lAeIs*s dEkN leI oPjIPa>lP (OGL) VE pYAr~ j; ieWE eImEl cr~ psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.  

ijWE asI: icsE VIjI iYr dI jANcArI pqVI uU&VrAaiYcAr dI pxAN cIVI h~vE VUhAn*< s*b*iYV uUVArA aiYcArIa; V~: aAigaA pqApV crn dI l~V 

h~vEgI.  

ies pqcAiSV bArE sB pU&x ig&x sAn*< ssi.data@phe.gov.uk ivkE BEjNI CAhIdI h>. VUsI: ieh pqcAiSV ieW~: DAu<nl~D cr scdE h~ 

www.gov.uk/phe 
 

mailto:publications@phe.gov.uk
mailto:ssi.data@phe.gov.uk
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